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From the Principal’s Desk

Welcome back to the start of the Summer Term. |

hope that you were able to spend some quality fam-

ily time together during the Spring Break. It has

been fascinating to hear of some of the travels of

our staff and students during these holidays: from

Malta, the Maldives and Manchester, to yachting off

the Thai coast. | spent some time in Cape Town en-

joying time with family and friends and walking the dogs on the beach. Life’s simple
pleasures.

During the holidays a group of Secondary students undertook a Global Outreach trip to
Tanzania. We have an ongoing relationship with a school there and contributed towards
the construction of a classroom last year. This year our students plastered and painted
the walls and in the process they engaged with communities whose needs are very
different to ours. Expeditions like these are a wonderful opportunity for our students to
expand their horizons and to engage with people who may be poorer in material terms
but have a great deal to give in other ways. Trips such as this require a great deal of
preparation and planning and | am looking forward to hearing their account of the trip
in assembly. A huge word of thanks to Theresa Cormican who stepped in to cover for
Andrew Ritter at the last minute.

Activities such as these not only foster international mindedness, but involve taking
risks, whether in a traveling or cultural context. One of the Learner Profile characteris-
tics of an IB Student is that of being a risk taker. The trip was, for most of the students a
step into the unknown and an introduction to a new part of the world and community.
As many of you know, rock climbing is my passion, and that involves taking risks, man-
aging hazards and being safety conscious, | have been an active climber for well over
thirty years. There is a world of difference between being foolhardy and impulsive, and
taking acceptable risks.

Ibn Battuta sailing off into the unchartered waters, Nelson Mandela wearing the green
rugby jersey in 1995, the Wright brothers launching their first aircraft, all were well
aware of the risks they faced. Being a pioneer involves the possibility of failure.

As they camped out in the African bush students and teachers got to know one another
in different contexts and situations. Friendships were forged and strengthened. There
need to be challenges in the lives of our children, tough times and difficult experiences
teach resilience, develop character and are the anvil

-
upon which well-rounded and compassionate adults .t OO Ieem
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In September 2016 we will welcome a new IB Diploma coordinator to our school.

Dianne Vella read for a Masters’ in Education at Monash University in Victoria, Australia.
She is an experienced Science teacher and has been the IB Diploma Coordinator at Gee-
long Grammar, one of Australia’s top independent schools, for the past five years. Prior
to that she was the IB Diploma coordinator at a well-respected school here in Dubai.
She has a proven track record of raising standards and | am sure will have a positive
impact on our programme and students.

We thank Neil Hooper for the contribution that he has made to our school. He has done
a great deal to put systems in place and to support our students through their Diploma
Programme years. During his tenure we have seen steady growth in our Diploma Pro-
gramme, both in terms of numbers and results.

Kind regards,

Andrew Wood

Principal
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Secondary School
Head of Secondary: Mr. Neil Bunting

Dear Parents,

| hope everyone enjoyed a very nice holiday. | am sure

time will fly by this term to the summer break.

However, there is plenty happening this term and | wanted to bring your attention to a few

up and coming events:

Key Dates in Secondary

April 17: Start of ECA’s.

April 21: Secondary coffee morning / start of G12 study leave
May 2: Start of G12 final DP examinations

June 2: Secondary coffee morning

June 6: Start of Grade 6-11 end of year examinations

June 15: Finish of Grade 6-11 end of year examinations

June 30: End of year assembly and goodbyes.

GCP/Secondary

I am very grateful to the support of parents in helping communicate and support events
and explaining about the secondary school to new parents. Please continue to support us.
Sarah Lumb will be meeting with you and planning ways forward to help parents get a
better understanding of how they can help in the MYP/DP and CP through supporting spe-
cial events and important parts of the course such as the Personal Project.

Welcome new families

We have several new children joining secondary this term and we welcome all the new
families to the one big family that is GCS. We know your children will be well looked after
and made welcome.

Secondary Coffee Morning 21 April

At the coffee morning, Mark Bishop will be explaining about his newly launched careers
ECA and sharing all he is doing with all of the secondary grades in planning ahead for uni-
versity and career paths. There will of course be an opportunity for questions. It would be
great to see parents at these events.

Real Life Learning and Experiential Learning: week without walls

This year our students have been to Tanzania and are p-
heading off soon to Ethiopia. It is wonderful to hear them 't I m
share their experiences and talk about what they have OO ee

learnt. inspiring young minds




>
Y

= Greenfield

Community

School

Secondary School News

Next year we plan to expand this further and some students will be partaking on the inau
gural GCS Snow in February. In connection with this we are taking students to learn to ski
at Ski Dubai as an ECA. We also have students doing diving.

In January 2016 we would like to look at coordinating local trips so all MYP grades poten-
tially could be out on local trips at the same time. We hope to focus part of a week on ex-
periential learning across the MYP from grades 6-10.

Real Life Learnin

Our students should be very aware that there will be questions in their examinations that
are unfamiliar to them. As in real life they are expected to apply learning from one context
to another. To recognise and apply knowledge and skills in a new situation, which is foreign
to us at first, is a key skill in preparing us for the future world of work.

For example, math learning that is seen by students as isolated skills and concepts simply
to pass a test is limiting and ultimately leads to limited or short-term learning.

If math teachers are exposing their students to real-life math, they are giving them the
opportunity to contextualize the learning, they are giving learning a relevance and ulti-
mately giving students the opportunity to develop their critical thinking skills, reasoning
and communication.

For example, they might apply measurement skills and concepts from the classroom to a
football pitch or designing a house. That might lead to explorations of labour and transpor-
tation costs and other practicalities.

Combining science and math might lead to explorations of Google Sky and measuring the
stride and speed of Usain Bolt on the athletics track.

Learning by doing, or authentic learning, is not a new concept. At one time children pre-
pared for the world of work through apprenticeships and developing a trade. Times have
changed, but that vital link between the classroom theory and real life contexts and real
world application remains absolutely crucial. For some students activities and simply
getting out of their seats, helps students who learn best by kinesthetic applications to suc-
ceed. For others it is the process of carrying out the activity for themselves rather than
listening to instructions that helps. How many of us can learn a new program on the com-
puter from just reading instructions in a book? Or how many of us prefer playing around
with it and learning by trial and error?

When | was at school, | can remember how confusing and frustrating it was because the
lack of real world application. | remember the lingering question that was always in my
mind — how is this going to help me in the future?

Kind regards,

Neil Bunting tdOIeem

Head of Secondary inspiring young minds
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Design Technology Department accom-
modating Wildlife at GCS

So far this year the GCS Design Technology work-
shop has been a hive of activity with grades 6-11
creatively working on separate projects. We have seen some fantastic desk organisers,
mirrors, clocks and iPad cases. But the highlight has been the success of one of the grade
10 projects.

Every morning and every evening the predominant sound around the school is the chirping
of birds, busy trying to find a suitable spot to build their nests. Last term grade 10 Design
Technology students were asked to design and make a unique bird house that could be
displayed around the school, allowing the birds a safe and comfortable place to build their
nests. Each student set about researching the types of birds around the school, where to
put the bird houses and suitable materials that could be used. In all the students spent
about six weeks researching and designing until they came up with the perfect solution.
The construction phase tested the students’ technical and practical skills while they used a
variety of hand and power tools. Each student took risks with their designs all vying to
have the most unique birdhouse in the school. After about six weeks the birdhouses were
complete and placed on some spots around the school.

Within a week the birds flocked and raced to claim their territory in one of the bird houses.
Currently there are around twenty birdhouses which are all occupied. All students have
commented on how happy they are to see the product that they designed and made being
used. They are now seeing the fruits of their labour.

Diarmuid O Donovan
Jeff Pringle
Teachers of Design Technology

Art News: Miss Lauren Dixon

The last term was very demanding for our hardworking grade 12 Vis-

ual Art students, who ended their Diploma course with an exhibition

of their very own curated works of Art.

The work exhibited highlighted a whole host of thematic styles, influ-

ences and creativity. Each student (as a requirement of the course)

completed their own research essay, which was used to influence his

or her own ideas. It was a pleasure to hear students articulate their
Pt R thoughts to each viewer with confidence. The exhibition showed an eclectic selection of
e works that accentuated how truly individual each project was to every student.

It was also a pleasure to watch other grade levels take inspiration from the exhibition, and

listen to their informed conversations of individually justi- .t L4 I
fied thoughts and opinions. 00 eel I I

inspiring young minds
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Our grade 6 students have been studying a unit that requires a number of skills required i
today’s digital world. Starting with the theme of Islamic Art and Geometry, students
learned to program their own geometrical designs into a computer. They then learned
about binary code, bits and pixels to program their own designs onto spreadsheets — hope-
fully they will continue their passions to become the creators of our future technologies.
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Miss Lauren Dixon
Head of Art, Music and Design
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Project
Tanzania
2016

MUGUHU SCHOOL : WHEN WE ARRIVED

Reflecting on the trip

Excitement was in the air on the 23rd of |
march in terminal 3 of Dubai International
Airport as we said our goodbyes to our
friends and family, we were going to Tanza-
nia! A country that we have never been to, or
heard much of. We had prepared so much for
this moment, all of the fundraising had led

up to this and we would like to thank every-

body who participated in all of our fundrais-
ing activities such as our fun run, we are ex-
tremely grateful for the support and project
contributions, we made great use of every
single contribution big or small. The contri-
butions you gave us went an extremely long
way. Once again we want to thank everyone

COUNCIL OF .
MTERNATICHAL who has contributed towards any of our
BLHDCHE

fundraising activities or towards the project

in general.

inspiring young minds
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Reflections

Project Tanzania was a really life
changing experience, we learnt
and did so much that we would
never do here. To me that’s
what the trip is all about, learn-
ing new skills collecting unfor-
gettable experiences as well as
being independent. It gave us an
insight into the real world and
how we shouldn’t take every-
thing for granted.- Neel Joshi

"The group arrived in Dar Es Salam on the first day of the trip and got onto the bus, all we
knew was that there was a bunch of stuff that had to be organized and then we were told
that the "stuff" was up to us and the itinerary , and | finally realized why the they were

called "World Challenge". Looking back | wouldn't have had it any other way." -Emma Scott

"l went into this trip expecting to come out of it the same person | was before going, and at
some times during this trip, there were times where | wanted to just go back. But | didn't
give up and went with it, and because of that, | learned more than | ever could in a class-
room. Everyone gained a different set of skills and in the end, we all learned to appreciate
what we have and learned a lot of lessons throughout the trip."- Omar Maslamani

"I thought my life was pretty tough, with all the challenges and problems | undergo through
everyday. But honestly speaking after this 12 day expedition, | saw another side of the
world making me realize my life's pretty easy. One heavy lesson | learned during this trip is
that "life's not fair" it will never be fair but one thing | do know is that we can make a
difference being able to make a person or two smile. The satisfaction you get from knowing
you made people smile or made their day can be very overwhelming." —Bryle Dungog

tdaleem

inspiring young minds
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The project phase

The project phase consisted of 4 impacts
we made on the school. The first was
mixing the cement for the walls to be
plastered, the second was painting the |
second building from the inside and the
outside, the third was with the world
challenge donation that financed the
building of a proper bathroom and, the
most important thing with the project
contributions that you gave we financed
the building of the foundations for a
nursery.

GCS World Challenge Fun Run

Congratulations and thanks to everyone who supported and ran in this years annual World
Challenge Fun Run. With over 180 runners, GCS was able to raise nearly AED 4000 for this
years student-lead service trips to Tanzania and Ethiopia. Special thanks to the GCP Com-
mittee, Mr. Toad’s Kitchen, Fitness First, Panos Restaurant and everyone else who gave
their support to make this day a huge success!

MTERMATIONAL Andrew Ritter
SEHDOLE

MrTOAD'S Panos
Y 3 )
KITCHEN tAaleem
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Primary School

Head of Primary: Mr. Gary Mallon

Dear Primary Parents,

| sincerely hope that you have spent an enjoyable Spring Break with your families and
loved ones. It was wonderful to see your children return safely to GCS this week and
there were lots of smiles and laughter on the first day back, always a good sign. Before
thoughts turn to the summer holidays we have a lot of exciting events happening this
term for your children to enjoy: the Grade 5 Exhibition, Swimming Galas, the Primary
Production, the Student-Led Conferences and of course the Holy Month of Ramadan
are just a few of the Term 3 highlights to be enjoyed.

Term 3 provides a real opportunity for your children to build upon all their previous
experiences throughout this academic year and showcase their learning across many
formats. It is important that, together with their teachers, our students maintain their
high standards of focus, behaviour and commitment to learning as tiredness inevitably
creeps in as the end of the year draws closer. We appreciate your support in ensuring
that everyone has a positive end to the year.

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Ms Christinah Mavhiya as the
new PA in Primary. Christinah has replaced Ms Carol Muchai, who as you well know,
worked closely with the Primary Leadership Team over the last 3 years. Carol has been
a wonderful servant to GCS and | will miss her dearly but | know that spending more
quality time with her young daughter Riri, will be time well spent. Christinah has been
working with us since September 2015 as a Learning Assistant and brings a wealth of
previous PA experience to the role. Please do pop in and introduce yourself to her if
you get the opportunity over the coming weeks.

Wishing you and your families a productive and positive end to this academic year and
hope to see as many of you as possible over the coming weeks.

Kind regards,

Gary Mallon
Head of Primary

taaleem

inspiring young minds
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End of Unit Celebrations in KG — March 2016

In KG2- The students chose a community helper to research. They found out how the
chosen person helps people, which tools they use, if they need special training etc.
They dressed up and presented their research at the ‘Job Fair’. The parents were invit-
ed and had a great time interacting with the students about their chosen job.

In KG1 - The parents joined in the creative construction process by making delicious
snacks with a transport theme that we enjoyed after the children had shared both
their own and creations by their peers with their parents.

COUNCIL OF
MTERNATION AL i
BEHOOLE Kind regards,

KG Team

inspiring young minds



Wa Greenfield
Community

>
Y

School

Primary School News

Grade 4

In the Unit of Inquiry Grade 4 students have been learning about how the body sys-
tems work together and how to take care for each system. Grade 4 did an interesting
experiment in which the students recorded and analysed their pulse and respiration
rate while standing still and then after exercising. Objective of the experiment was to
give reasons why the pulse and respiration rate changes when we exercise.

Language focus has been reciprocal reading and explanation writing. In Reciprocal we
learnt how to do various jobs like clarify, predict, summarize and become a questioner
while reading. We also did a reading comprehension on the heart and wrote an expla-
nation text about the respiratory system.

In Math Grade 4 has been learning about metric units of length, weight and capacity.
We are also learning the strategy to convert these units. We have been mastering sub-
traction using horizontal partitioning method and are also creating word problems on
subtraction.

We have had many guest speakers for this unit. Our guest speaker was an author who
spoke to the students about narrative writing and improving our writing skills. He
talked about different elements of a story. We also had a brain gym instructor as our
guest speaker who spoke to the students about brain training. She taught our students
various exercises and steps they can take to focus and improve their concentration.

Grade 4 Team

Grade 4 in action

taaleem

inspiring young minds




e Greenfield

P Community
ﬁ School

Primary School News

taaleem

inspiring young minds



e Greenfield

b. Community
ﬁ School

Primary School News

Arabic

“Innovation is not an option, but a necessity and work style” is a quote said by His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoom. It became a reality in the Arabic
Department in Greenfield Community School. The Arabic team were able to make in-
novation the foundation stone in learning and teaching, so they implemented tech-
nical and strategic methods in teaching, for example apps like QR code reader, Puppet
pals, StoryMaker, iMovie, Quizlet, GoAnimation.

3 3l comrols pgiSe Ji wdly o e i) goe Ll Bgia "Jos wiglaly 83900 o hles o] IS
szl Yl Ipabems o oyadl AAUI salas plaial . GiseeS alid (o2 Aoyibes dayall Al puud Jos das
ligdas Jho guptl] § agidnll el Ll 1505l wlailly melail! § olucd!

-QR code reader. - Puppet pals - StoryMaker

- Imovies - Quizlet - GoAnimation

DOUNTIL OF
HTEAMATIONAL
RCHDOLE

inspiring young minds



e Greenfield

b. Community
ﬁ School

Primary School News

Classes were also taken outside the classroom, like Green Day, in order to support and
motivate innovation and creativity.

DSV e 8 alel) ae il Al 4 gy 3 i LS A hea DUl ALaiY Ay pal) 23l aud adic] LS

The Arabic team also managed to introduce active learning in a very effective way,

which made a remarkable difference in the progress and attainment of students in

PYP:

1. Acting: Third grade students were doing roles of the fruit seller and the buyer, as a
way to create real life sketches and situations to reflect what they have been

learning in class.
Sy § cslall Y1 & IS Low Alad Rdsyhay Taidl] laidl ille 5 ud o Rpnpall 440 eud Uil U1iSs
e Al Aoyl § S| Jsamsy puds
Leb pobiniueg 2l ablge 3o e 538 Aikly @Sl 95 Jebals gagdy SN Caall dadb s dekarll 1
gl igall J51s digela Lo dgadlill

COUNCIL OF
AL 2. Rally Robin: It is a strategy in which students learn to work cooperatively where

students take turns in asking each other questions. This strategy enables all students
to work in an equal amount of time, in which no stu-

dent works more than the other. t d Q Ie'e m

inspiring young minds
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3. Merging: Arabic speakers and non-Arabs together in the book week: grade five
students while visiting the Arabic as first language class:

L pal) Aallly LU e adl i Ciall 30030 o8 13 £ pandd 8 Coall e 5 cpal) 2Dl e 3
A ally bl Caa s L 5

Arabic Team

EAL Department

The diversity of our students at GCS is one of the most rewarding aspects of teaching
and for the EAL Department particularly so. If you look at the graph below you can see
the diverse countries and cultures that our students come from.

EAL Students by Nationality
GCS EAL Register
Japan:2%
Netherlands : 2 % | Italy : 12 %
Argentina : 2 % \ France : 11 %
Switzerland : 3 % Egypt: 9 %
Greece:3 % Turkey : 6 %
Russia:4 % Poland : 6 %
Sweden : 5 % . Spain:5%

Germany:5% — Jordan: 5 %

B italy I France Egypt I Turkey I Poland [T Spain Jordan

[0 Germany [ Sweden WM Russia [ Greece [ Switzerland [ Canada
["'Hungary [ USA [ Belgium | Czech Republic [l Argentina

[l Netherlands [ Japan WM Azerbaijan B Morocco [ Brazil [ Sudan

M Finland M@ South Africa M Denmark M Kazakhstan [ Austria [ Lebanon
I Palestinian Territory [ Ukraine [ Afghanistan [ China Tajikistan
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We use the PYP Units of Inquiry as a medium to teach English in a meaningful way to
help our EAL students fully access learning opportunities in their homerooms. Through
collaborative planning with grade levels we are able to modify the curriculum to sup-
port our EAL students.

Some examples of how this has been done using drama, art, craft and IT can be seen
below.

W «
Food Chain Grade 2

DOUNTIL OF

F
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Difficulty with Comprehension of Visual Material

Read the following passage silently, then read it aloud and choose the one that makes
more sense to you. This example shows the case of students who can read, but make
no sense of what they have read until they hear the passage read aloud.

These are the students who need information read to them or available on tape/CD/
software.

Ladle Rat Rotten Hut

(heresy ladle furry starry toiling udder wartswarts welcher alter girdle defferent fimer
once inner regional verging)

Wants pawn term dare worsted ladle gull hoe lift wetter murder inner ladle cordage
honor itch offer lodge, dock, florist. Disk ladle gull orphan worry putty ladle rat cluck
wetter ladle rat hut, an fur disk raisin pimple colder Ladle Rat Rotten Hut. Wan moan-
ing Ladle Rat Totten Hut’s murder colder inset “Ladle Rat Rotten Hut, heresy ladle
basking winsome burden barter an shirker cockles. Tick disk ladle basking tutor cord-
age offer groin murder hoe lifts honor udder site

offer...

Little Red Riding Hood

(Here’s a little fairy story telling other words — words which are altogether different
from the ones in the original version)

Once upon a time there was a little girl who lived with her mother in a little cottage on
the edge of a large, dark forest. This little girl often wore a pretty little red cloak with a
little red hat, and for this reason people called her Little Red Riding Hood.

One morning Little Red Riding Hood’s mother called her and said, “Little Red Riding
Hood, here’s a little basket with some bread and butter and sugar cookies. Take this
little basket to the cottage of your grandmother who lives on the other side of the

Ceanlia Vermeulen
PYP Student Support Teacher

taaleem
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Live Your Dream.

WITH THE SUPPORT OF HIS PARENTS AND THE GUIDANCE OF HIS
DEDICATED COACH, ABDULLAH ZELJIO ACCOMPLISHED MILE-
STONE AFTER MILESTONE, FAR SURPPASSING HIS EXPECTATIONS!

If you saw how many medals he’s won, you would think that
grade 11 GCS student, Abdullah Zeljo, has been training to
swim competitively since his toddler years, but that’s hardly
the case. Only after being well into his teen-age years and
overweight, Abdullah started training competitively, and has
now become an accomplished gold medalist swimmer!

Admitting that swimming can be one of the hardest Olympic
sports to train for, Abdullah was the only one in his family
who enjoyed swimming lap after lap.

So who was his inspiration? Abdullah gives a lot of credit to
his coach, Konstantin Bushmelov, back in his home country
of Bosnia. Abdullah remembers his coach pushing every
swimmer beyond their limits. Even after winning 5 gold med-
als in his first nationals, Abdullah’s coach nudged him to
swim even better. However, Abdullah is grateful to his coach
for believing in him and showing him how to be the best he
could be.

One of the hardest parts in getting to his goal was when Ab-
dullah had injured his shoulder and still had to compete. He
accounts the pain being almost unbearable, but he remembers
the support of his parents, coach and close friends that helped
push him through it. And with that, Abdullah managed to
beat all his personal records in his races.

Abdullah never imagined he would go this far in swimming,
but he was determined. Even after feeling intimidated in his
very first nationals race, Abdullah set a goal not be last. “I
wanted to come and make others take that place. That was
my dream, and I did just that.” He also managed to beat the
fastest known swimmer in Bosnia for his age group and won
first place! “I never felt so proud and thankful.”

When asked what advice Abdullah had to give to the stu-
dents and family of GCS, he stuck by the phrase to “Never
give up!” On behalf of the GCP and our school, we are so
proud of Abdullah for living his dream!

Abdullah Zeljo, Grade 11
GCS Student

Our Gold Medalist
Swimmer!

Do you have a story to
tell about any GCS Fac-
ulty, Student or Parent
for our

“Live Your Dream”
column?
Email your story to
acp4gcs@gmail.com
Your story can be
featured in our
next newsletter!




